u6                  THE INDIA OF FACT

Works on small boats, on iron barges, on country carts
are not Industry in the Western sense. There is one article,
however, in which the trade is immense, the one article that
everyone needs, and that is cotton. It is in cotton knitting-
thread that there exists a really industrial India. It is here
that Industry has really increased and developed enormously
in the last fifty years, and as said, the great ports especially
are busy scenes and have busy mill areas.

The fact, however, that the labour even here is largely
village labour brings its own difficulties. Comparatively few
women come with their husbands into residence from the
villages, with the results that are inevitable where such con-
ditions exist. Because the conditions are so unstable, trades-
unionism introduced by Europeans, from tiresomeness rather
than from any idea of improving conditions, flourishes in an
ineffective and exotic way. Because the labour comes from
far and wide it is made up of many different creeds and
antagonistic races living cheek by jowl in industrial dwellings
known as chawls. The union officials are almost always in-
telligentsia, and are doing the work for a living, sometimes
to make political trouble, but usually pretty well out of touch
at heart with the folk they represent. Indian mill-owners
varying greatly in their excellence or otherwise, as em-
ployers of labour, would, from the very nature of things
Indian, have a different outlook from employers in a
Christian country, who must always be accessible and sym-
pathetic to welfare and uplift movements in modern times.

In India many Government acts for labour regulation
and welfare have been passed, but difficulties peculiar to the
country also exist in fair control. There are, of course, many
thousands of women at work, especially in the coal-mines,
and their presence produces also problems that are not easy
to handle wisely or successfully- It is also to be imagined
that in India where every Western importation may suddenly
assume an unexpected exotic modification, trades-unionism
and strikes assume strange proportions. Underground com-
bination is, of course, an Eastern faculty that knows no limit,